
Missoula Academic Health Department 
4th Annual Conference 
Monday, May 22, 2023 

10-2, lunch provided 
Missoula Public Library 

 
PROGRAM 

 
10:00-
10:30 

Evaluation of Montana’s Public Health Laws 
and Alignments with Foundational Public 
Health Services 

Sara Heineman, MPA, MPH, MN, APRN-FNP  
Health Services Director  
Missoula City-County Health Department 
 

10:30-
11:00 

Seeley Lake PM 2.5 Saturation Study Benjamin Schmidt, BA, MS Math, MS Env. Studies  
Air Quality Specialist 
Missoula City-County Health Department  
 
Kristen Cram, BS, MPH/MPA Candidate  
UM School of Public and Community Health Sciences 
 

11:00-
12:00 

2022 Montana Public Health Workforce 
Assessment – Key Findings 

Celine Beamer-Shepard, PhD, MPH, MPH 
Research Associate Professor  
UM School of Pharmacy 
 
Leigh Taggart, MPH, BSN 
Workforce Program Manager 
Montana Public Health Training Center 
 

12:00-
12:30 
 

Lunch provided  

12:30-
1:00 

Expanding the Academic Health Department 
through Student Engagement 

Kari Harris, PhD, MPH  
Professor  
UM School of Public and Community Health Sciences 
 
D’Shane Barnett, PhD, MS  
Director & Health Officer 
Missoula City-County Health Department 
 

1:00-
1:30 

Advanced Practice Experience Capstone 
Projects:  Design and Expectations 

Leigh Taggart, MPH, BSN  
Workforce Program Manager 
Montana Public Health Training Center 
 

1:30-
2:00* 

Connecting Academics and Practice through 
Student Engagement in the Coming Year 

A moderated group session to match-up specific student 
learning and public health practice needs for the coming 
year.  
 

 * Final work session will be in-person only, zoom will be discontinued at 1:30 

   
 
 


